
MINUTES OF THE HARDYSTON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MAY 
28, 2025  
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Kaminski at approximately 7:00 P.M. with the 
opening statement that the meeting had been duly advertised and met all the requirements of the 
Sunshine Law.  Also present were: Deputy Mayor Verrilli, Councilman Kula, Councilman Miller, 
Councilman Cicerale, Manager Carrine Piccolo-Kaufer, Clerk Jane Bakalarczyk, and Township 
Attorney Robert Rossmeissl of Dorsey & Semrau.   
 
SALUTE THE FLAG 
 
CONSENT AGENDA:​ ALL MATTERS LISTED BELOW ARE CONSIDERED TO BE 
ROUTINE IN NATURE AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION.  THERE WILL BE NO 
SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THE ITEMS.  IF ANY DISCUSSION IS DESIRED, THAT PARTICULAR 
ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND WILL BE CONSIDERED 
SEPARATELY. 
 
Monthly Reports:​  

 
1.​ Municipal Clerk Report – April 2025 
2.​ Tax Collector Report – April 2025 
3.​ Construction Certificate Activity Report – April 2025 
4.​ Construction Permit Activity Report – Hardyston – April 2025 
5.​ Construction Permit Activity Report – Hamburg – April 2025 
6.​ Construction Permit Activity Report – Franklin – April 2025 
7.​ Construction Permit Activity Report – Newton – April 2025 
8.​ Construction Permit Activity Report – Sussex – April 2025 
9.​ Construction Permit Activity Report – Wantage – April 2025 
10.​Police Department Report – April 2025 
11.​Municipal Court Report – April 2025 
12.​Zoning Officer Report – April 2025 
13.​Land Use Report – April 2025 
14.​Department of Public Works – April 2025 
15.​Sussex County Health Department Report – April 2025  
 

 
Minutes: 
​  

1.​ Workshop Minutes of 4/23/25 
2.​ Regular Minutes of 4/23/25 
3.​ Workshop Minutes of 5/14/25 

 
 
Agreements/Applications/Licenses: 

 
1.​ Hardyston Township Fire Dept. – New Member Application – Morgan Oates 
2.​ Raffle – The Eric C. Blohm Foundation 
3.​ Raffle – Wyckoff Family YMCA 

 
 
A motion was made by Verrilli to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by Miller.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
MANAGERS REPORT:  ​ ​ ​  
 
Township Manager reported and gave the Council updates on the following: 
 

●​ Lake Tamarack Association – Request for partial waiver of Land Use application fees for 
playground replacement 

●​ Recreation Committee – Potential new member 
●​ Potential shared service – Sparta – Fire Prevention 
●​ Zoning Changes/Plan Endorsement/Housing Plan/Rt. 94 Redevelopment 
●​ Sponsorships for fitness court – Wheatsworth Park 
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●​ Planet Networks 
●​ Miss Hardyston Pageant 
●​ Summer Recreation Programs 
●​ Old Monroe School House – Flag Raising Ceremony – June 14, 2025 
 

 
ORDINANCES​ ​ ​ ​  
1ST READING: ​ ​  

2025-04 
 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE 

OF NEW JERSEY CREATING CHAPTER 126, TEMPORARY OUTDOOR 
STRUCTURES, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON 
TO ALLOW THE UTILIZATION OF TEMPORARY OUTDOOR STRUCTURES AND 

TO CREATE A PERMITTING PROCESS FOR THE APPROVAL THEREOF 
 
 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Township Council of the Township 
of Hardyston that the seasonal use of outdoor structures by certain establishments in 
the Township provides both an economic and quality of life benefit to the Township; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council wishes also to prevent the visual nuisance 
that can be created by the unregulated and permanent placement of such structures by 
certain establishments; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Council wishes to address these concerns, modifying 

the Township Municipal Code accordingly. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township 
of Hardyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Chapter 126 of the Township Municipal Code, Temporary Outdoor 
Structures, is created as follows: 
 
Chapter 126 Temporary Outdoor Structures 
 

Temporary outdoor structures, including temporary outdoor tents, shall be 
permitted to be placed upon properties in non-residential zones as a conditional 
use, in accordance with this subsection. 

 
§126-1. Permitted time of year. 
 

Placement of temporary outdoor structures shall be permitted only on a seasonal 
basis, from April 1st until October 31st annually. 

 
§126-2. Applicable regulations. 
 

Nothing in this Chapter shall exempt the placement and operation of a temporary 
outdoor structure from any local, state, or federal regulatory obligation that would 
otherwise apply, including but not limited to compliance with Health Department 
obligations, local and state fire safety obligations, Division of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control obligations, and the New Jersey Uniform Construction Code and local 
Building Department obligations. 

 
§126-3. Construction or alteration of permanent structures prohibited 
 

This Chapter does not permit the construction of or alteration to any building or 
structure. No changes may be made that alter the existing character of any 
building or structure. 
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§126-4. Temporary outdoor structures used for restaurant seating 

As concerns temporary outdoor structures utilized for the purpose of restaurant 
seating, the following standards shall apply: 
 

A.​ Temporary outdoor structures utilized for restaurant seating areas can be 
located upon on relatively level grass areas and in parking lots where an 
adequate number of parking stalls remain in the opinion of the Township 
Zoning Officer. Preference should be given to creating outdoor restaurant 
seating on upon grass areas. 
 

B.​ Where a temporary outdoor structure is placed in a parking lot, bollards or 
other protection structures shall be erected along the perimeters of the 
outdoor restaurant seating area in order to enhance public safety; 

 
C.​ Serving stations and a host podium may be located within a temporary 

outdoor structure utilized for a restaurant seating area; 
 

D.​ The proposed hours of operation of a temporary outdoor structure used for 
restaurant seating will be included in the temporary outdoor structure 
application; 

 
E.​ No temporary outdoor structure may be located within an approved 

restaurant delivery area/loading zone; 
 

F.​ As concerns temporary outdoor structure applications for use as 
restaurant seating, a drawing of the proposed outdoor restaurant seating 
area must accompany the application. This drawing shall show the 
location and size of all proposed tables and chairs and distances to other 
tables and chairs and distances from any other structures such as a host 
podium and serving stations. Where available, the sketch shall be 
superimposed upon an existing site plan drawing or survey. 

 
G.​ This subsection applies only to establishments already approved to 

operate as a restaurant. 
 
§126-5. Permitting process for temporary outdoor structures 

Permit applications for construction and operation of a temporary outdoor 
structure shall be made to the Township Zoning Officer on forms prescribed and 
issued by the Zoning Officer, pursuant to the following terms: 

 
A.​ The permit shall be valid only on a seasonal basis, from April 1st until 

October 31st annually. 
 

B.​ Cost for the annual permit shall be $100. 
 

C.​ The Township Zoning Officer shall have 30 days to approve or deny a 
permit application and, as necessary, may consult the Township 
Manager and Chief of Police, who also shall have the power to deny 
approval of a permit for any reason, including to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public. 

 
§126-6. Penalties. 
 

Any person(s) who violates any of the provisions of Article XIX shall be subject to 
the penalties set forth in the Township's General Penalty Ordinance, Chapter 1, 
of the Township Code of Ordinances, and each day that the violation persists 
shall be considered a separate and distinct offense. The Municipal Court shall 
have jurisdiction to enforce and collect any such penalty imposed in a summary 
manner and in accordance with the Penalty Enforcement Law, N.J.S.A. 2A:58-1, 
et seq. 
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SECTION 2. If any section, sub-section, paragraph, sentence or any other part of this 
ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair 
or invalidate the remainder of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3. All ordinances of the Township of Hardyston which are inconsistent with 
the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance may be renumbered for purposes of codification. 
 
SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval 
and publication as required by law. 
 
A motion was made by Kula to approve Ordinance 2025-04 on first reading, seconded by Miller.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

 
2025-05 

 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING ARTICLE XIX, SIGNS, OF CHAPTER 185, ZONING, 
OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON TO REMOVE 

AND REVISE CERTAIN OBSOLETE AND DUPLICATIVE PROVISIONS 
 
 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Township Council of the Township 
of Hardyston that certain provisions the Township Municipal Code regulating signs in the 
Township have become obsolete; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council wishes to remove such obsolete provisions; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, in reviewing the Township Municipal Code accordingly, the Township 
Council has observed and wishes to revise certain other provisions that are duplicative; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township Council believes these removals and revisions to the 

provisions of the Municipal Code regulating signs will simplify residents’ ability to adhere 
to same. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township 
of Hardyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Article XIX of Chapter 185, “Signs,” is amended as follows: 
 
§185-68 Purpose, Intent, and Scope. 
 

Purpose, intent and scope. It is the purpose of this section to promote the public 
health, safety and general welfare through reasonable, consistent and 
nondiscriminatory sign standards. The sign regulations in this section are not 
intended to censor speech or to regulate viewpoints, but instead are intended to 
regulate the secondary effects of speech, and especially insofar as those 
secondary effects may adversely affect aesthetics and traffic and pedestrian 
safety. In order to preserve and enhance the Township as a desirable community 
in which to live and do business, a pleasing, visually attractive environment is of 
foremost importance. The regulation of signs within the Township is a highly 
contributive means by which to achieve this desired end. These sign regulations 
have been prepared with the intent of enhancing the visual environment of the 
Township and promoting its continued well-being, and are intended to: 
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A.​ Promote the free flow of traffic and protect pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorists from injury and property damage caused by, or which may be fully 
or partially attributable to, cluttered, distracting or illegible signs. 

 
B.​ Promote the use of signs that are aesthetically pleasing and of appropriate 

scale to the building(s) to which they relate. 
 
C.​ Promote the use of signs that are integrated with the surrounding buildings 

and landscape. 
 
D.​ Promote the use of signs that are compatible with the Township's character. 
 
E.​ Provide functional flexibility, encourage variety, and create an incentive to 

relate signage to basic principles of good design. 
 
F.​ Lessen the visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the proliferation, 

improper placement, illumination, animation, excessive height and excessive 
size (area) of signs which compete for the attention of pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic. 

 
G.​ Allow signs that are compatible with their surroundings and aid orientation, 

while precluding the placement of signs that contribute to sign clutter or that 
conceal or obstruct adjacent land uses or signs. 

 
H.​ Encourage and allow signs that are appropriate to the zoning district in which 

they are located and consistent with the category of use and function to which 
they pertain. 

 
I.​ Categorize signs based upon the function that they serve and tailor the 

regulation of signs based upon their function. 
 
J.​ Preclude signs from conflicting with the principal permitted use of the site and 

adjoining sites 
 
K.​ Preserve, conserve, protect and enhance the aesthetic quality and scenic 

beauty of all districts of the Township. 
 
L.​ Protect property values by precluding, to the maximum extent possible, sign 

types that create a nuisance to the occupancy or use of other properties as a 
result of their size, height, illumination, brightness or movement. 

 
M.​Protect property values by ensuring that sign types, as well as the number of 

signs, are in harmony with buildings, neighborhoods and conforming signs in 
the area. 

 
N.​ Preserve and enhance the character of the Township. 

 
 
§185-69 General regulations. 
 

A. Except as otherwise provided for in this Chapter, no sign shall be constructed, 
displayed or erected unless written application has been made to the Zoning 
Officer by the owner of the property and a permit issued upon payment of a fee 
as set from time to time by the Township Council, and as incorporated herein 
under §186-77. 
 
B. When a sign is a temporary sign as permitted in § 185-71, the property owner 
or applicant shall submit a plot plan or survey indicating the location of the sign, 
unless exempt from this requirement pursuant to superseding State or Federal 
law. The Zoning Officer will determine if the proposed location is safe and out of 
the public right-of-way. In the event that the Zoning Officer has concerns  
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regarding the location of the proposed sign, the Township Engineer will make a 
determination and, if necessary, recommend an alternative location. This 
subsection shall not be applicable to temporary signs that are also exempt, 
pursuant to §185-70.1. 
 
C. When a permanent sign is not included as part of an approved site plan, the 
property owner or applicant shall apply to the Zoning Officer for approval. The 
required application shall include a plot plan or survey detailing the sign location, 
setbacks, sight triangle, and sign specifications including compliance with the 
standards established at §185-76. 
 
D. All signs and supporting structures shall be maintained in a structurally safe 
condition and in good repair, including the maintenance of legibility and all 
lighting elements. The owner of the premises shall be responsible for the 
maintenance of the ground area surrounding signs in a neat and clean condition, 
and all landscaping shall be maintained in good repair. 
 
E. Directional signs having areas of less than two square feet are exempt from 
area and location regulations, except they shall be located a minimum of five feet 
from any property line. 
 
F. The applicant shall comply with all applicable county, state and federal sign 
regulations. 
 
G. No sign shall constitute a hazard to the traveling public, as determined by the 
Township Zoning Officer or the Township Engineer. 
 
H. Whenever the Zoning Officer shall determine that there is a violation of any 
sign regulation, he or she shall direct that the sign shall be removed or brought 
into compliance within a specified time. 

 
§185-70 Prohibited signs. 
The following signs shall be prohibited in all zoning districts: 
 

A.​ Any sign which does not pertain to an occupant, service or product actually 
occupying or provided on the premises where such sign is located. 
 

B.​ A sign attached to any building which projects more than six inches from the wall 
to which it is attached or which extends above the wall to which it is attached. 
 

C.​ A roof sign which extends above the highest point of the roof to which it is 
attached. 

 
D.​ Banners, streamers, advertising flags, twirlers and like objects, except as 

permitted for temporary signs in § 185-71. 
 

E.​ Signs posted on fences, posts, utility poles or trees (except for "no trespassing," 
"no hunting" signs and similar restrictive signs). 
 

F.​ Signs posted on municipal property without the consent of the governing body. 
 

G.​ Signs standing, installed or painted on sidewalks or curbs. 
 

H.​ Exterior moving, rotating, blinking or flashing signs of any nature, except for 
electronic message signs as permitted in § 185-76.1. 
 

I.​ Pole signs, except as permitted in § 185-73, 185-74 and 185-76. 
 

J.​ Sandwich boards, banners, placards, or other forms of advertisement, except as 
permitted for temporary signs in § 185-71. 
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K.​ Sandwich boards, banners, placards, or other forms of advertisement which are 
carried by, worn by, or otherwise held by one or more individuals. 
 

L.​ Signs posted within a public right-of-way without the consent of the public agency 
which controls the affected right-of-way. 
 

§185-70.1 Exempt signs. 
The following signs shall be exempt from obtaining a zoning permit but shall comply 
with all placement and size requirements for the type of sign category under which they 
are classified (temporary, window signs and lettering, specific uses, 
multi-use/multi-tenant structures, residential, and nonresidential): 
 

 
A.​ Public signs or notices (sign on behalf of a municipal, county, state, or federal 

agency). 
 

B.​ Sign face changes on existing legally conforming signs. 
 

C.​ Directional signs such as "No Parking," "No Loading," "Entrance." 
 

D.​ Community organization signs (neighborhood association, church, civic 
organization). 
 

E.​ Real estate signs for residential sales and rent in all residential zones (not to 
exceed four square feet). 
 

F.​ American, state, county and Township flags. 
 

G.​ Yard sale/garage sale signs. (Such signs shall be removed within 24 hours of the 
end of the event.) 
 

§185-71 Temporary Signs in all zones. 
Temporary signs, as defined in § 185-4, and inclusive of all sign types explicitly 
referenced in this subsection, shall be permitted as follows: 
 

A.​ Temporary signs shall be permitted identifying architects, builders, brokers and 
contractors on premises where a building is being constructed, altered or 
repaired. No sign shall be displayed for a period exceeding the time required for 
such construction, alteration or repair or for one year, whichever is less. Unless 
affixed to the principal building, such signs shall be set back at least 10 feet from 
all property lines. There shall be no more than one such sign on any property. 
Said sign shall not exceed six square feet in size and shall not stand more than 
four feet above ground level. 
 

B.​ One temporary sign shall be permitted announcing that the property on which it is 
located is for sale or rent, provided that such sign shall be displayed for only so 
long as such property is for sale or rent and shall be removed within seven days 
after such sale or rental. Unless such sign is attached to the principal building, it 
shall be no closer than 10 feet to any property line. Such sign shall not exceed 
six square feet in size, nor stand more than four feet above ground level. 
Commercial sales and rental real estate signs shall not exceed 15 square feet. 
 

C.​ Signs locating and advertising subdivision of land projects requiring site plan 
approvals, which have received preliminary or final approval by the Township, 
provided that each such sign shall not exceed 24 square feet in area, shall not 
exceed two in number and shall not be located closer than 20 feet to any 
property line. Such sign permits shall be valid for not more than one year. All 
such signs shall be renewed annually by January 31. Such signs shall be 
removed, in the case of land subdivision, when either 75% of the lots created 
have been built upon or after 75% of the lots have been sold by the developer, or  
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D.​ any combination thereof. In the case of projects receiving site plan approval, 
such signs shall be removed upon the issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 
 

E.​ Grand opening signs, including suspended signs, banners, streamers, 
advertising flags, twirlers and like objects in nonresidential zones may be allowed 
by permit from the Township Zoning Officer for a period not to exceed 90 days for 
new business grand openings. Grand opening signs shall be erected no more 
than 30 days prior to the grand opening and shall be removed not more than 60 
days after the grand opening. Grand opening signs must be a minimum of 10 feet 
from any property line. 
 

F.​ Special promotion and event signs, including banners, streamers, advertising 
flags, twirlers, suspended signs and sandwich board signs, in nonresidential 
zones may be granted by permit from the Township Zoning Officer. Special 
promotion and event signs may be displayed for not more than 30 consecutive 
days within any established business quarter. A waiver from the above 
requirements and restrictions can be requested from the Township Council. 
Special promotion and event signs must be a minimum of 10 feet from any 
property line and shall not impede, restrict, or otherwise interfere with sight 
distances in and around the special promotion and event signage. 
 

G.​ Sandwich board signs as defined in § 185-4 shall not exceed 36 inches in height, 
and each side of the sign shall not exceed seven square feet in area. Sandwich 
board signs may only be displayed during business hours and shall not have 
internal or external illumination, contain moving parts, or have balloons, 
streamers, pennants or similar adornment attached to them. Sandwich board 
signs must be a minimum of 10 feet from any property line. 
 

H.​ Suspended signs as defined in § 185-4 shall not exceed 60 inches in width and 
30 inches in height. The bottom edge of the suspended sign shall be a minimum 
of seven feet from the ground/sidewalk to avoid obstructing the entrance to the 
establishment. 
 

I.​ All temporary signs, as defined in § 185-4 and not otherwise explicitly regulated 
by the above provisions of this subsection, shall be limited to the size of 16 
square feet. 
 

 
§185-72 Window lettering and window signs. 
Window lettering and signs shall be permitted only in the business zones. For the 
purpose of enforcing this chapter, window lettering and signs shall not be construed as 
signs but shall be subject only to the following restrictions: 
 

A.​ All window lettering and window signs shall be inside the window. 
 

B.​ Permanent window lettering and window signs shall be permitted only if the 
space confining such lettering and signs or the background upon which it 
appears does not exceed 40% of the window area. Any painted area of any 
window shall be construed as window lettering or signs, whether or not such area 
actually contains lettering or advertising. 
 

C.​ Window lettering or window signs shall pertain only to that establishment 
occupying that portion of the premises where the window is located. 
 

D.​ Temporary window lettering or window signs, advertising special sales or events, 
shall be permitted subject to the following restrictions: 

 
(1)​Such lettering or window signs shall be subject to the length-of-time 

restrictions established for temporary grand opening and special sales or 
events signs pursuant to § 185-71; 
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(2)​Such window lettering or window signs, in conjunction with permanent 
window lettering or signs, shall not cover, in the aggregate, more than 40% of 
the window area. 

 
E.​ Illuminated window lettering and window signs which are not continuously lit or 

which blink, flash, flicker, use sequential lighting, have a revolving message 
display, or otherwise produce a glare that interferes with pedestrian or vehicular 
traffic are prohibited. 
 

F.​ All window lettering and signs shall be maintained in good repair. 
 

§185-73 Sign regulations for specific uses. 
 

A.​ Convenience Stores/Service station signs. Convenience stores, automotive 
service stations, gas stations and public garages shall be permitted to display 
only the following signs: 
 
1)​ One temporary sign, located at a minimum of five feet from the property line, 

specifically advertising product specials or seasonal servicing of motor 
vehicles, provided that each face of such sign does not exceed eight square 
feet. 
 

2)​ One nonmoving, freestanding pole sign advertising the name of the store, 
service station or garage and/or the principal products sold, including any 
special company or brand name, insignia or emblem, provided that the actual 
sign area does not exceed 30 square feet for each face, and further provided 
that the bottom of each sign face shall be at least 10 feet above ground level 
and the total height of the sign from the ground to the top of the sign face 
shall not exceed 20 feet. The sign shall be located no closer than five feet to 
any property line. 

 
3)​ Additional signs or lettering displayed over individual entrance doors or bays, 

bearing legends, essentially the same or similar to the following: "washing, 
lubrication, repairs, mechanic on duty." There shall be no more than one such 
sign over each entrance or bay, such signs shall not exceed six square feet in 
size, nor shall the lettering on such signs be greater than 12 inches high. 

 
4)​ Customary lettering or other insignia which is an integral part of a fuel pump 

and consisting only of fuel name, lead warning sign, price indicator and any 
other sign or signs as required by law. Such sign shall not exceed three 
square feet in aggregate area on each pump. 

 
5)​ A single, nonilluminated credit card sign, not exceeding four square feet in 

size, may be placed on or near each pump island. 
 
6)​ Window Signs/Lettering shall be permitted in accordance with the standards 

at §185-72 
 
7)​ Other signs that may be required by law. 
 

B.​ Signs accessory to parking areas, private and public. In all zones, signs 
designating entrance or exit, and/or street address, to or from a parking area 
shall be limited to one sign with a maximum area of four square feet for each exit 
or entrance. One sign per parking area designating the conditions of use or 
identity of such parking area and limited to a maximum size of 32 square feet 
shall be permitted. Private driveway signs indicating the private nature of a  
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C.​ driveway shall be permitted, provided that the size of any such signs shall not 
exceed four square feet. All such signs shall be located five feet from a property 
line and have a maximum height of four feet. 
 

D.​ Farm signs. In zones permitting agricultural and/or farming uses, the following 
signs are permitted: 
 
1)​ One identification sign, not more than 18 square feet in area, identifying the 

farm, the address of the owner, and the type of farm. 
 

2)​ If seasonal produce is sold on site, not more than two additional signs 
advertising seasonal farm produce available, the total area of which shall not 
exceed 16 square feet. Such signage shall not be permanent and shall be 
permitted and erected and/or displayed only during the time such seasonal 
produce is available. 

 
 
§185-74 Signs for multi-use or multi-structure developments on 10 acres or more. 
Shopping centers, industrial parks, multifamily developments, multi-tenanted structures 
or multi-structure developments shall be governed by the following regulations: 
 

A.​ Each such development as part of its site plan shall submit a signing plan to the 
Land Use Board. Such signing plan shall include details on: 
 
1)​ Letter Style 
2)​ Lighting 
3)​ Color 
4)​ Construction and materials 
5)​ Height of sign 
6)​ Height above grade or below roofline 
7)​ Locations 
8)​ Standards 

 
B.​ The signing plan shall be based on an integrated design theme to include all of 

the elements in Subsection A(1) through (8) above. All of the above elements 
shall be designed to be in harmony and consistent with each other, the 
architecture and materials of the principal structure and the landscaping plan. 
The Land Use Board, in its sole discretion, shall determine if a proposed signing 
plan meets the goals and objectives of this section. 
 

C.​ The total area of all signs affixed to nonresidential structures shall not exceed 
20% of the building facade of the structure. The total area of all signs affixed to 
residential structures shall not exceed 2% of the building facade of the structure. 
 

D.​ Canopy or awning signs shall be permitted in accordance with §185-76 as a 
substitute for the signs permitted in accordance with this subsection.  
 

E.​ Modifications to an approved signing plan may be made by application to the 
Zoning Officer and shall comply with the requirements set forth in this subsection. 
If there is any question as to the suitability of any sign or as to its meeting the 
requirements of this chapter, the Zoning Officer may refer the application for said 
sign to the Land Use Board for review and approval.  
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§185-75 Signs in residential districts. 
The following types of signs shall be permitted in residential districts: 
 

A.​ Signs accessory to parking areas for institutional uses. Signs designating 
entrance or exits to or from a parking area shall be limited to one sign for each 
such exit or entrance, with a maximum size of four-square feet for each sign. 
One sign per parking area designating the conditions of use or identity of such 
parking area and limited to a maximum size of 32 square feet shall be permitted. 
Private driveway signs indicating the private nature of a driveway shall be 
permitted, provided that the size of any such sign shall not exceed four square 
feet. 
 

B.​ Nameplate and identification signs for single-family dwellings. A sign indicating 
the name or address of the occupant may be permitted, provided that the sign 
shall be no larger than two square feet on each face. A permitted home 
occupation may be included with the name of the occupant. 
 

C.​ Institutional signs. Signs of schools, colleges, churches and other institutions of a 
similar public or semipublic nature may be erected and maintained, provided that: 
 
1)​ The size of any freestanding sign shall not exceed 100 square feet and not 

more than one such sign is placed on a property, unless such property fronts 
upon more than one street, in which instance a sign may be erected on each 
frontage. 
 

2)​ Signs may be affixed to a maximum of two walls of a structure. The total sign 
area on each wall shall not exceed 2% of the wall, whichever is less. 

 
§185-76 Signs in other nonresidential districts. 
The following signs shall be permitted in nonresidential districts not regulated by § 
185-74 of this article. 
 

A.​ Number and size of exterior wall signs. Exterior wall signs on front façade of the 
building upon which they are affixed shall be permitted, provided:  
 
1)​ Exterior wall signs shall not exceed 20% of the facade of the building upon 

which they are located. 
2)​ Each establishment shall be allotted its proportionate share of the total sign 

area in a ratio of its frontage to the total building frontage. 
3)​ No such sign shall extend farther than six inches from the face of the building 

wall to which it is attached. 
4)​ The bottom of said sign shall be at least 7 feet above the ground level or 

sidewalk below the sign. 
 

B.​ Rear and side wall signs. Rear and side wall signs shall be permitted on walls 
with frontage along a public roadway or parking area, provided that: 
 
1)​ No such sign shall extend farther than six inches from the face of the building 

wall to which it is attached. 
2)​ The bottom of said sign shall be at least 7 feet above the ground level or 

sidewalk below the sign. 
3)​ The height of any such sign shall not exceed four feet or 25% of the height of 

the building wall to which it is attached, whichever is the lesser. 
4)​ The total of the widths of any such signs shall not exceed 75% of the width of 

the building wall to which they are attached. 
 

C.​ Canopy/awning signs: a non-residential building containing a canopy or overhang 
along the building wall and over a sidewalk shall be permitted one sign 
suspended from or attached to the ceiling of the canopy or overhang for each 
business establishment subject to the following limitations and requirements: 
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1)​ Said sign shall be located in front of the commercial establishment. 
2)​ Said sign shall be erected perpendicular to the face of the building wall. 
3)​ The bottom of said sign shall be at least 10 feet above the sidewalk below the 

sign. 
4)​ Said sign shall not extend beyond the canopy or overhang. 
5)​ Said sign shall not exceed 10 inches in height nor four feet in width. 
6)​ Said sign shall contain only the name of the commercial establishment or the 

name or description of the principal products sold or services rendered. 
 

D.​ Freestanding signs. There shall be permitted one freestanding pole or 
monument-type sign on any single property, except that the Land Use Board may 
authorize an additional freestanding sign if the property has access from more 
than one public street, and provided that: 
 
1)​ Pole signs shall: 

 
a.​ Have a sign face that is at least 10 feet above the ground level and the 

total height of the sign shall not exceed 20 feet above the ground level. 
 

b.​ Be at least five feet from any property line. 
 

c.​ Not exceed 60 square feet of area on each face. 
 

d.​ As used for multi-tenant properties, not exceed 80 square feet of area 
on each face and 25 feet in height. The sign may include one sign for 
each business establishment located on the premises displayed in a 
ladder fashion below the principal sign surface.. 

 
2)​ Monument signs shall: 

 
a.​ Not exceed 10 feet in height. 

 
b.​ Be at least 15 feet from any property line and shall be placed in such a 

way as to not impose on the line of sight. 
 

c.​ Not exceed 50 square feet in area on each face. 
 
3)​ The base of said signs shall be appropriately landscaped and maintained. 

 
§185-76.1 Electronic Message Signs. 
Electronic signs, as defined in § 185-4, shall be permitted in the B-1, B-2, 1-1, 1-2 and 
R-C Zones, subject to the following conditions, and shall require approval by the 
Township of Hardyston Township Zoning Officer: 
 

A.​ Shall be consistent with the requirements set forth for freestanding signs in § 
185-76, including height, setbacks, and maximum area. 
 

B.​ Shall be no more than 36 square feet. 
 

C.​ Messages shall change at no less than twenty-second intervals and shall not 
blink, flash or flicker rapidly when changing as to cause a distraction to drivers. 
 
 

D.​ Illuminated signs shall be turned off between the hours of 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 
a.m. when located on lots immediately adjacent to residential districts. 

§185-76.2 Message Board signs. 
Message board signs, as defined in § 185-4, shall be permitted in the B-1, B-2, R-C, I-1 
and I-2 Zones, subject to the following conditions: 
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A.​ Message board signs shall be consistent with the requirements set forth for 
freestanding signs in § 185-76, including height, setbacks, and maximum area. 
 

B.​ Message board signs may be installed as part of an existing freestanding 
permanent sign, subject to the requirements of § 185-76. 
 

C.​ New permanent message board signs shall require approval by the Township of 
Hardyston Zoning Officer. 
 

D.​ Illuminated message board signs shall be turned off between the hours of 9:00 
p.m. and 6:00 a.m. when located on lots immediately adjacent to residential 
districts. 
 

§185-76.3 Fees. 
 

Application for all new sign uses requiring approval by the Township of Hardyston 
Zoning Officer or Land Use Board, pursuant to Article XIX, shall be accompanied 
by a one-time application fee of $100 per sign. 
 
Applications to replace an existing sign, which received prior approval from the 
Zoning Officer or appropriate Land Use Board, shall be accompanied by an 
application of $25 per sign.  
 

 
§185-76.4 Penalties. 
 

Any person(s) who violates any of the provisions of Article XIX shall be subject to 
the penalties set forth in the Township's General Penalty Ordinance, Chapter 1, 
of the Township Code of Ordinances, and each day that the violation persists 
shall be considered a separate and distinct offense. The Municipal Court shall 
have jurisdiction to enforce and collect any such penalty imposed in a summary 
manner and in accordance with the Penalty Enforcement Law, N.J.S.A. 2A:58-1, 
et seq. 

 
 
SECTION 2. If any section, sub-section, paragraph, sentence or any other part of this 
ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair 
or invalidate the remainder of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3. All ordinances of the Township of Hardyston which are inconsistent with 
the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance may be renumbered for purposes of codification. 
 
SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval 
and publication as required by law. 
 
A motion was made by Kula to approve Ordinance 2025-05 on first reading, seconded by Miller.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 

2025-06 
 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY AMENDING ARTICLE III, SUPPLEMENTARY ZONE DISTRICT 
REGULATIONS, OF CHAPTER 185, ZONING, OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON TO SUPPLEMENT REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE 
PARKING OF RECREATIONAL VEHICLES AT SINGLE-FAMILY RESIDENCES 
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WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Township Council that the 
Township Municipal Code lacks certain critical restrictions on the use for habitation of 
recreational vehicles and trailers at single-family residences; and 

 
WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of the Township Council also that 

revisions are necessary for certain provisions of the Township Municipal Code 
concerning the parking of recreational vehicles and trailers at single-family residences; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township Council wishes to address these concerns, modifying 
the Township Municipal Code accordingly. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township 
of Hardyston, County of Sussex, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Article III of Chapter 185, “Zoning,” is amended as follows: 
 
§185-17 Parking and storage of recreational vehicles as an accessory use to                   
single-family residence. 
 

Recreational vehicles, including boats, boat trailers, snowmobiles and 
snowmobile trailers, as well as campers, tent campers, motor homes, trailers, 
and travel trailers, may be parked in any zone, subject, however, to the following 
restrictions and regulations: 

 
A.​ All recreational vehicles shall be parked or stored in the side or rear yard 

areas only, unless parked in an approved parking area in accordance with the 
requirements of Article XX, §185-80. 
 

B.​ Off-street parking provided for and utilized by recreational vehicles shall be in 
addition to any other parking provisions required by this section. 

 
C.​ Recreational vehicles parked or stored pursuant to this section must be 

owned by the resident of the single-family dwelling. 
 
D.​ Habitation of or sleeping in any recreational vehicle parked or stored pursuant 

to this section is prohibited. 
 
E.​ Recreational vehicles parked or stored pursuant to this section shall not be 

connected with any electric, water, gas or sanitary sewer facilities. 
 
F.​ No recreational vehicles shall be parked or stored at a single-family residence 

during such time as the residence is not being occupied, except for vacation 
absences. 

 
G.​ Recreational vehicles shall be maintained in a condition that allows them to 

be readily moved (for example, with inflated wheels and not "on blocks"). 
 
H.​ No recreational vehicle exceeding 40 feet in length is permitted to be parked 

or stored on a residential lot. 
 
I.​ Recreational vehicles shall not be stored, parked, or maintained so as to 

create a dangerous or unsafe condition that presents an unreasonable 
obstacle to access to the property or structures thereon by emergency 
personnel or prevent the safe travel of vehicular traffic on adjacent roadways. 

 
J.​ No parked or stored recreational vehicle shall eliminate any off-street parking 

area required at the property by local or state regulations or zoning approvals. 
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SECTION 2. If any section, sub-section, paragraph, sentence or any other part of this 
ordinance is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair 
or invalidate the remainder of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 3. All ordinances of the Township of Hardyston which are inconsistent with 
the provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.  
 
SECTION 4. This Ordinance may be renumbered for purposes of codification. 
 
SECTION 5. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon final passage, approval 
and publication as required by law. 
 
A motion was made by Miller to approve Ordinance 2025-06 on first reading, seconded by Kula.  
All in favor with Verrilli and Cicerale voting “No”.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 

2025-07 
​  

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING MUNICIPAL CONSENT FOR THE OPERATION 
OF A CABLE TELEVISION SYSTEM WITHIN THE TOWNSHIP OF 

HARDYSTON, NEW JERSEY TO CSC TKR, LLC 
 

 
WHEREAS, the governing body of Township of Hardyston (hereinafter referred to as 

the “Township”) determined that CSC TKR, LLC (hereinafter referred to as “the Company” or 
“Cablevision”) had the technical competence and general fitness to operate a cable television 
system in the Municipality (as defined in Section 1 of this Ordinance), and by prior ordinance 
granted its municipal consent for Cablevision’s predecessor in interest, Service Electric Cable 
television of New Jersey, Inc. (“SECTV”) to obtain a non-exclusive franchise (the “Franchise”) 
for the placement of facilities and the establishment of a cable television system in the 
Municipality; and 
​  

WHEREAS, by application for renewal consent filed with the Township and the Office 
of Cable Television on or about October 17, 2019, SECTV, and now Cablevision as its successor 
in interest, has sought a renewal of the Franchise; and 
​  

WHEREAS, on or about  July 14, 2020; with the prior approval of the Board of Public 
Utilities of the State of New Jersey (hereinafter the “Board”) Cablevision completed its purchase 
of the assets of SECTV, including the cable television franchise with, and the cable television 
system within the territorial limits governed by, the Township, and 

 
WHEREAS, the Township having held public hearings has made due inquiry to review 

Cablevision’s performance under the Franchise, and to identify the Township‘s future 
cable-related needs and interests and has concluded that Cablevision has substantially complied 
with its obligations under the Franchise and applicable law and has committed to certain 
undertakings responsive to the Township’s future cable-related needs and interests;  
​  

WHEREAS, the Township has accordingly concluded that the consent should be 
renewed subject to the requirements set forth below; and that, provided Cablevision’s proposal 
for renewal embodies the commitments set forth below, the Township’s municipal consent to the 
renewal of the Franchise should be given; and 

 
WHEREAS, imposition of the same burdens and costs on other competitors franchised by the 

Township is a basic assumption of the parties; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Township 
Hardyston, County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
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SECTION 1.  DEFINITIONS 

 
For the purpose of this Ordinance the terms defined above shall have the meanings there 

indicated, and the following additional terms shall have the following meanings: 
 
(a)​ “Act” or “Cable Television Act” shall mean that statute of the State of New Jersey 

relating to cable television, known as the Cable Television Act, N.J.S.A. 48:5A-1 et seq. 
 
(b)​ “Application” shall mean Cablevision’s application for Renewal of Municipal Consent, 

which application is on file in the Township Clerk’s office and is incorporated herein by 
reference and made a part hereof, except as modified, changed, limited or altered by this 
Ordinance. 

 
(c)​ “Board” shall mean the Board of Public Utilities of the State of New Jersey or its 

successor agency. 
 
(d)​ “Township” shall mean the governing body of the Township Hardyston in the County of 

Sussex, and the State of New Jersey. 
 
(e)​ “Company” shall mean CSC TKR, LLC (“Cablevision”) the grantee of rights under this 

Ordinance. 
 
(f)​ “FCC” shall mean the Federal Communications Commission. 
 
(g)​ “Federal Act” shall mean that federal statute relating to cable communications commonly 

known as the Cable Communications Policy Act of 1984, 47 U.S.C. Section 521 et seq. 
and the Telecommunications Act of 1996, or as those statutes may be amended. 

 
(h)​ “Federal Regulations” shall mean those federal regulations relating to cable television 

services, 47 C.F.R. Section 76.1 et seq. (and, to the extent applicable, any other federal 
rules and regulations relating to cable television, including but not limited to, those 
described in 47 C.F.R. Section 76.3), or as such regulations may be amended. 

 
(i)​ “Municipality” shall mean the area contained within the present municipal boundaries of 

the Township of Hardyston in the County of Warren, and the State of New Jersey. 
 

(j)​ “Standard installation” shall mean the installation of drop cable to a customer’s premise 
where the distance from the point of entry into the building being served is less than 150 
feet from the active cable television system plant. 

 
(k)​ “State” shall mean the State of New Jersey. 
 
(l)​ “State Regulations” shall mean those regulations of the State of New Jersey Board of 

Public Utilities relating to cable television.  N.J.A.C. 14:17-1.1 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 
14:18-1 et seq., or as such regulations may be amended. 

 
 
SECTION 2. STATEMENT OF FINDINGS 
 
​ A public hearing concerning the consent herein granted to Cablevision was held after 
proper public notice pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Act.  Said hearing having been 
held and fully open to the public, and the Township having received all comments regarding the 
qualifications of Cablevision to receive this consent, the Township hereby finds Cablevision 
possesses the necessary legal, technical, character, financial and other qualifications to support 
municipal consent, and that Cablevision’s operating and construction arrangements are adequate 
and feasible. 
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SECTION 3. GRANT OF AUTHORITY 
 
​ The Township hereby grants to Cablevision its non-exclusive consent to place in, upon, 
along, across, above, over, and under its highways, streets, alleys, sidewalks, public ways, and 
public places in the Municipality poles, wires, cables, and fixtures necessary for the maintenance 
and operation in the Municipality of a cable television system or other communications facility, 
and for the provision of any communication service over such facilities.  Operation and 
construction, pursuant to said consent, is conditioned upon prior approval of the Board of Public 
Utilities. 

 
 

SECTION 4. DURATION OF FRANCHISE 
 

This consent granted herein shall be non-exclusive and shall be for a term of five (5) 
years from the date of issuance of a Certificate of Approval by the Board. 
 
 

SECTION 5. EXPIRATION AND SUBSEQUENT RENEWAL 
 
​ If Cablevision seeks successive consent, it shall, prior to the expiration of this consent, 
apply for a municipal consent and certificate of approval in accordance with N.J.S.A 48:5A-16, 
and applicable state and federal rules and regulations.  In accordance with N.J.S.A. 48:5A-25.1, 
both the Township and Cablevision shall be bound by the terms of this municipal consent until 
such time as Cablevision converts the municipal consent (and any certificate of approval) into a 
system-wide franchise. 

 

 
SECTION 6. FRANCHISE TERRITORY 

 
The consent granted under this Ordinance to Cablevision shall apply to the entirety of the 

Municipality and any property hereafter annexed. 
 

SECTION 7. SERVICE AREA  
 

Cablevision shall be required to proffer video programming service along any public 
right-of-way to any person’s residence within the “primary service area,” as it exists on the 
effective date of any written approval order by the Board of this consent, at Cablevision’s 
schedule of rates for standard and nonstandard installation. 
 
SECTION 8. EXTENSION OF SERVICE  
 

Pursuant to the requirements of the Board, as ordered in its approval of the transfer of the 
Franchise from SECTV to Cablevision (Docket No. CM20030211, effective July 6, 2020), upon 
request, Cablevision shall extend service along any public right of way outside its primary 
service area to those residences or small businesses within the franchise territory which are 
located in areas that have a residential home density of twenty-five (25) homes per mile or 
greater (as measured from the then existing primary service area), or areas with less than 
twenty-five (25) homes per mile where residents and/or small businesses agree to share the cost 
of such extension in accordance with the line extension formula as provided by the Company in 
its application for municipal consent.  
 

SECTION 9. FRANCHISE FEE 
 

Pursuant to the terms and conditions of the Cable Television Act, Cablevision shall pay to 
the Township, as an annual franchise fee, a sum equal to two percent (2%) of the actual gross 
revenues received from all recurring charges in the nature of subscription fees paid by 
subscribers for its cable television reception services in the Municipality. The Company may use 
electronic funds transfer to make any payments to the Township required under this Ordinance.  
In the event applicable law hereinafter permits a larger franchise fee to be collected, but does not 
fix the amount thereof, the Township and Cablevision shall negotiate in good faith with respect  
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to the amount thereof; provided, however, that nothing herein shall be construed to permit the 
Township to require payment of a franchise fee by Cablevision that is higher than the fee paid by 
all other cable television service providers offering service in the Municipality. 

 
​ Cablevision may use electronic funds transfer to make any payments to the Municipality 
required under this Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 10. FREE SERVICE 

 
Cablevision shall, upon written request, provide free of charge, one (1) standard 

installation and monthly cable television reception service to all State or locally accredited public 
schools and all municipal public libraries, as well as municipal buildings located within the 
Municipality as listed in Exhibit A of this Ordinance. 

 
SECTION 11. CONSTRUCTION/SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS  

 
​ Cablevision shall perform construction and installation of its plant and facilities in 
accordance with applicable State and federal law. The Company shall be subject to the following 
additional construction requirements with respect to the installation of its cable plant and 
facilities in the Municipality: 
 
​ (a) In the event that the Company or its agents shall disturb any pavement, street surfaces, 
sidewalks, driveways or other surfaces, the Company shall at its sole expense restore and replace 
such disturbances in as good a condition as existed prior to the commencement of said work.   
 
​ (b) If at any time during the period of this consent, the Township shall alter or change the 
grade of any street, alley or other way or place, the Company, upon reasonable notice by the 
Township shall remove or relocate its equipment, at its own expense. 
 
​ (c) Upon request of a person holding a building or moving permit issued by the 
Township, the Company shall temporarily move or remove appropriate parts of its facilities so as 
to permit the moving or erection of buildings or for the performance of other work.  The expense 
of any such temporary removal or relocation shall be paid in advance to the Company by the 
person requesting the same. In such cases, the Company shall be given not less than fourteen 
(14) days prior written notice in order to arrange for the changes required. 
 
​ (d) During the exercise of its rights and privileges under this consent, the Company shall 
have the authority to trim trees upon and overhanging streets, alleys, sidewalks and public places 
of the Township so as to prevent the branches of such trees from coming in contact with the 
wires, cables, conduits and fixtures of the Company.  Such trimming shall be only to the extent 
necessary to maintain proper clearance for the Company’s facilities. 
 
 

SECTION 12. TECHNICAL AND CUSTOMER SERVICE STANDARDS 
 
​ Cablevision shall comply with the technical and customer service standards established 
for the cable industry under applicable federal and State laws, rules and regulations. 

 

 

SECTION 13. LOCAL OFFICE OR AGENT 
 

Cablevision shall establish and maintain during the entire term of this consent a local area 
business office or agent for the purpose of receiving, investigating and resolving complaints 
regarding the quality of service, equipment malfunctions and similar matters.  Said office shall 
be open daily during normal business hours, and in no event less than 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, with the exception of holidays. 
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SECTION 14. DESIGNATION OF COMPLAINT OFFICER 
 

The Office of Cable Television is hereby designated as the complaint officer for the 
Township pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 48:5A-26.  All complaints shall be reviewed and 
processed in accordance with N.J.A.C. 14:17-6.5. 
 
 

SECTION 15. LIABILITY INSURANCE 
 
​​​ Cablevision agrees to maintain and keep in force and effect at its sole cost at all times 
during the term of this consent, sufficient liability insurance naming the Township as an 
additional insured and insuring against loss by any such claim, suit, judgment, execution or 
demand in the minimum amounts of five-hundred thousand dollars ($500,000) for bodily injury 
or death to one person, and one million dollars ($1,000,000) for bodily injury or death resulting 
from any one accident or occurrence stemming from or arising out of the Company’s exercise of 
its rights hereunder.  
​​  
 

SECTION 16. PERFORMANCE BOND 
 
​ Cablevision shall obtain and maintain, at its sole cost and expense, during the entire term 
of this Agreement, a bond to the Township in the amount of twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000.00).  Such bond shall be to insure the faithful performance of its obligations as 
provided in this Franchise. 
 
 

SECTION 17. RATES  
 
A.​ The rates of the Company for cable television service shall be subject to regulation to the 
extent permitted by federal and State law. 
 
 

SECTION 18. EMERGENCY USES 
 
​ Cablevision shall be required to have the capability to override the audio portion of the 
system in order to permit the broadcasting of emergency messages by the Township pursuant to 
state and federal requirements. The Company shall in no way be held liable for any injury 
suffered by the Township or any other person, during an emergency, if for any reason the 
Township is unable to make full use of the cable television system as contemplated herein. The 
Township shall utilize the state-approved procedures for such emergency uses.  
 
 

SECTION 19.  EQUITABLE TERMS 
 

In the event that the service of another multi-channel video program provider not subject 
to the Township’s regulatory authority within the Municipality creates a significant competitive 
disadvantage to Cablevision, the Company shall have the right to request from the Township 
lawful amendments to its Franchise that relieve it of burdens which create the unfair competitive 
situation.  Should the Company seek such amendments to its Franchise, the parties agree to 
negotiate in good-faith appropriate changes to the Franchise in order to relieve the Company of 
such competitive disadvantages.  If the parties can reach an agreement on such terms, the 
Township agrees to support the Company's petition to the Board for modification of the consent 
in accordance with N.J.S.A 48:5A-47 and N.J.A.C. 14:17-6.7.    

 
If the parties are unable to reach an agreement on appropriate amendments to the 

franchise, the Township acknowledges that the Company shall have the right to petition the 
Board directly for such amendments in accordance with N.J.S.A. 48:5A-47 and N.J.A.C. 
14:17-6.7; provided, however, the Township shall be under no obligation to support 
Cablevision's request for such relief from the Board. 
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In any subsequent municipal consent, Township shall require, at a minimum, the same 
terms and conditions of any other provider of multi-channel video programming subject to the 
Township’s regulatory authority as those contained in the instant consent.  In the event such 
subsequent consent does not contain the same terms and conditions as the instant consent, 
Township agrees to support the Company's petition to the Board for modification of the consent 
in accordance with NJSA 48:5A-47 and NJAC 14:17-6.7 to relieve the Company of competitive 
disadvantages identified in the Company's petition.  
 
 

SECTION 20. REMOVAL OF FACILITIES 
 

Upon expiration, termination or revocation of this Ordinance, Cablevision at its sole cost 
and expense and upon direction of the Board, shall remove the cables and appurtenant devices 
constructed or maintained in connection with the cable services authorized herein, unless 
Cablevision, its affiliated entities or assignees should, within six (6) months after such 
expiration, termination or revocation obtain certification from the FCC to operate an open video 
system or any other federal or state certification to provide telecommunications. 

 
 

SECTION 21. PUBLIC, EDUCATIONAL, AND GOVERNMENTAL ACCESS 
 
A.​ Cablevision shall continue to make available non-commercial public, educational and 
governmental (PEG) access services available to the residents of the Municipality as described in 
the Application for municipal consent.  All Cablevision support for PEG access shall be for the 
exclusive benefit of Cablevision’s subscribers.  

 
B.​ The Township agrees that Cablevision shall retain the right to use the PEG access 
channel, or portion thereof, for non-PEG access programming, during times when the Township 
is not utilizing the channel for purposes of providing PEG access programming.  In the event that 
the Company uses said PEG access channel for the presentation of such other programming, the 
PEG programming shall remain the priority use and the Company’s rights with respect to using 
the channel for non-PEG programming shall be subordinate to the Township’s provision of PEG 
access programming on such channel.   
 
C.​ Cablevision shall have discretion to determine the format and method of transmission of 
the PEG access programming provided for in this Section 21. 
 

SECTION 22. EMPLOYEE IDENTIFIACTION 
 
A.​ Each employee of the Company who routinely comes into contact with members of the 
public at their places of residence must wear a picture identification card clearly indicating his or 
her employment with the Company. The photograph on the identification card shall prominently 
show the employee's name and/or identification number. Such employee shall prominently 
display such identification card and shall show it to all such members of the public. Each 
employee of any contractor or subcontractor of the Company who routinely comes into contact 
with members of the public at their places of residence must wear a picture identification card 
clearly indicating his or her name, the name of such contractor or subcontractor and the name of 
the Company. 
 

B.​ Notwithstanding any other provision of law regulating door-to-door solicitation or other 
sales activities undertaken on public or private property within the Municipality, including any 
licensing or permit obligations required for such activities, the obligations set forth in this 
Section 22 of this ordinance shall be the sole conditions governing the authorization and 
identification required for the entrance onto public or private property imposed upon Company 
or its employees, agents, contractors or subcontractors for the purpose of selling, marketing or 
promoting services offered by the Company to residents of the Municipality. 
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SECTION 23. INCORPORATION OF APPLICATION 
 

All of the commitments contained in the Application and any amendment thereto submitted in 
writing to the Township by the Company except as modified herein, are binding upon Cablevision as 
terms and conditions of this consent. The Application and any other written amendments thereto 
submitted by Cablevision in connection with this consent are incorporated in this Ordinance by reference 
and made a part hereof, except as specifically modified, changed, limited, or altered by this Ordinance, or 
to the extent that they conflict with State or federal law. 

 
 

SECTION 24. CONSISTENCY WITH APPLICABLE LAWS 
 

This consent shall be construed in a manner consistent with all applicable federal, State 
and local laws; as such laws, rules and regulations may be amended from time to time.  
 

 
SECTION 25. SEPARABILITY 

 
If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is for any 

reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction such portion shall 
be deemed a separate, distinct and independent provision, and such holding shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portion thereof. 

 
 

SECTION 26. NOTICE 
 
Notices required under this Ordinance shall in writing and shall be mailed, first class, postage 
prepaid, to the addresses below.  Either party may change the place where notice is to be given 
by providing such change in writing at least thirty (30) days prior to the time such change 
becomes effective.  The time to respond to notices under this Ordinance shall run from receipt of 
such written notice.    
 

Notices to the Company shall be mailed to: 
 
Altice USA​
1 Court Square West, 47th Floor 
Long island City, NY 11101​
Attention: Senior Vice President for Government Affairs  
With a copy to: 
 
CSC TKR, LLC​
c/o Altice USA​
1 Court Square West 
Long island City, NY 11101​
Attention: Legal Department 
 
Notices to the Township shall be mailed to: 
Township of Hardyston  
149 Wheatsworth Road 
Hamburg, NJ 07419 
Attention: Township Manager 

 
Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, regulatory notices from the Franchisee to the 
Township which are required pursuant to federal and state law and regulations may be served 
electronically upon the Township, instead of by first class mail as described above, to an email 
address provided by the Township. 

 
SECTION 27. EFFECTIVE DATE AND BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITY APPROVAL 

 
This Ordinance shall take effect upon issuance of a Certificate of Approval as issued by 

the Board of Public Utilities that incorporates the material terms of this Ordinance.  Nothing 
herein shall alter the right of the Company to seek modification of this Ordinance in accordance  
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with N.J.S.A 48:5A-47 and N.J.A.C. 14:17-6.7.  In accordance with N.J.S.A. 48:5A-25.1, the 
terms of this Ordinance will no longer be in effect upon Cablevision converting the municipal 
consent (and any certificate of approval) into a system-wide franchise.   

 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall take effect upon the passage, and 
publication as required by law. 
 

EXHIBIT A 
MUNICIPAL AND SCHOOL LOCATIONS TO RECEIVE FREE CABLE SERVICE 

 
The following locations shall receive cable service pursuant to the terms in Section 10 of this 
Ordinance. 
 
Hardyston Volunteer Fire Co. 
3 Colson Terrace 
Stockholm, NJ, 07460 
 
Wallkill Valley Regional High School 
10 Grumm Road 
Hamburg, NJ 07419 
 
Hardyston Township Middle School 
183 Wheatsworth Road 
Hamburg, NJ 07419 
 
Hardyston Township Municipal Building 
149 Wheatsworth Road 
Hamburg, NJ 07419 
 
Hardyston Township Road Department 
248 N Church Road 
Franklin, NJ 07416 
 
 
A motion was made by Kula to approve Ordinance 2025-07 on first reading, seconded by Miller.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
ORDINANCES​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
2ND READING:  

2025-03 
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE TOTAL SUM OF $459,900 FROM 
GENERAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR FUNDING VARIOUS CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES BY THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, IN THE 

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Hardyston, County of Sussex, New Jersey, as follows: 
​ ​  
Section 1: The sum of Four Hundred Fifty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Dollars ($459,900) to be utilized out of 
the General Capital Improvement Fund, is hereby appropriated for the following purposes: 

 

For Various Capital Improvements or Purposes for the Township of Hardyston. 

 

Section 2:  In connection with the amount authorized in Section 1 hereof, the Township makes the following 
determination: 
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(a) The purpose described in Section 1 and Section 2 hereof is not a Current Expense and is an improvement, which 
the Township of Hardyston may lawfully make as general improvement. 

 

(b) The period of usefulness of the purpose described in section 1 hereof is not in the limitations of the said Local 
Bond Law and according to the aggregate reasonable life thereof is five (5) years. 

 

Section 3:  All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this ordinance, be and the 
same is hereby-repealed on to the extent of their inconsistency: 

 

Section 4:  This ordinance becomes effective immediately upon final passage, approval, and 
publication as provided by law. 
 
 
A motion was made and seconded to open the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried.  No public comment.  A motion was made and seconded to close the meeting to the 
public.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  A motion was made by Miller to approve Ordinance 
2025-03 on second reading, seconded by Kula.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS:​  
 
Township Manager reported and gave the Council updates on the following: 
 

A.​ 3490 Rt. 94 Redevelopment Site  
B.​ Street Lighting  
C.​ First Aid Squad Building​  
D.​ Solar Project – Lasinski Road  
E.​ Sign Ordinance Revisions  
F.​ RV Parking Ordinance Review  
G.​ Wheatsworth Park Lease Agreement 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

 
A.​ Highlands Council Presentation – Hardyston Township Plan Conformance  

Ben Spinelli, Executive Director and Allison Bittner, Principal Planner of the Highlands 
Council made a presentation regarding Hardyston Township Plan Conformance. 

B.​ Public Hearing – CSC TKR, LLC (Altice) – Franchise Agreement Renewal 

Altice representative, Aeisha Hayward, was present via Zoom to take any questions or 
comments regarding the franchise renewal agreement. 

A motion was made and seconded to open the meeting to the public regarding this public 
hearing.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Resident Barbara Von Thun had a complaint 
regarding her cable services.  David Dreifus asked if there are any plans for an upgrade in 
the infrastructure.  A motion was made and seconded to close the meeting to the public.  
All in favor. Motion carried. 

C.​ Tax Collector Resolution 
 

1.​ Resolution #37-25 – Overpayment Refund – 81 Bracken Hill Road – Block 16.17, 
Lot 12 

 
RESOLUTION #37-25 

 
   ​   WHEREAS, Block 16.17 Lot 12 also known as 81 Bracken Hill Road owned by Nitin 
Sharma, and 
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     ​ WHEREAS, Corelogic on behalf of the mortgage lender paid the second quarter 2025 
taxes in the amount of $2,681.18, and 
     

 WHEREAS Mr. Sharma also paid the second quarter 2025 taxes in the amount of 
$2,681.18 creating an overpayment.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Tax Collector be authorized to 
refund Nitin Sharma in the amount of $2,681.18. 
 
A motion was made by Miller to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Verrilli.  All 
in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

2.​ Resolution #38-25 – Lien Redemption – 4434 Rudetown Road – Block 20, Lot 12 
 

RESOLUTION #38-25 
 

WHEREAS, at the Municipal Tax Sale held on October 10, 2024, a lien was sold on 
Block 20 Lot 12, also known as 4434 Rudetown Road for 2023 property taxes; and, 

 
WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate #2024-005, was sold to Christiana 

T C/F CE1/FIRSTRUST, for a 0% redemption fee and $18,300.00 premium, 
 

      ​ WHEREAS, Corelogic, on behalf of the mortgage lender, has affected redemption for 
Certificate #2024-005 in the amount of $9,458.08.  
 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township 
of Hardyston that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the amount of $9,458.08 
payable to Christiana T C/F CE1/FIRSTRUST, for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 
#2024-005. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to issue a check in the 

amount of $18,300.00 (Premium) to the aforementioned lien holder. 
 
A motion was made by Miller to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Verrilli.  All 
in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

3.​ Resolution #39-25 – Estimated Tax Bills 
 
                                                   RESOLUTION #39-25 
 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 54:4-66.2 allows for a governing body of a municipality operating on the 
calendar fiscal year to use an estimated 3rd quarter tax bill if it is determined that the tax 
collector will be unable to complete the mailing or delivery of tax bills by June 14 provided that 
the estimated and reconciled tax  
bills shall be mailed by June 30 and September 30 respectively, and 
 
WHEREAS, it is anticipated that the Township Tax Collector will not be in receipt of a certified 
tax rate in enough time to be able to complete the mailing and delivery of real property tax bills 
by June 14, 2025 as is required by law; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Tax Collector and the Chief Financial Officer have requested that the Council 
provide them with the latitude to submit estimated 3rd quarter real property tax bills in the event 
that they do not timely receive a certified tax rate, which would allow the Tax Collector to 
complete the mailing and delivery of real property tax bills by June 30, 2025; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Chief Financial Officer, in consultation with the Tax Collector has computed an 
estimated tax levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3 and they have both signed a 
certification showing the tax levy for the previous year, and the range of permitted estimated tax 
levies; and 
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WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 72, P.L. 1994, the Tax Collector requests the Council 
approve the estimated tax levy of $35,412,405.33 at a tax rate of 1.9262; and 
 
WHEREAS, the above levy and rate have been calculated on a worksheet that is attached hereto 
and made a part hereof by reference; and  
 
WHEREAS, the above levy amount falls between the mandated estimated range required by 
N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3(a)(1) and approval will enable the Township to meet its financial obligations; 
maintain the tax collection rate; provide uniformity for tax payments; and save the unnecessary 
cost of interest expenses on borrowing.  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Hardyston, as follows: 
 

1.​ The Tax Collector of the Township of Hardyston is hereby authorized and 
directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Township of 
Hardyston for the third installment of 2025.  

 
2.​ The entire estimated tax levy for 2025 is hereby set $35,412,405.33. The 

estimated tax rate for 2025 is hereby set at $ 1.9262. 
 

3.​ In accordance with applicable law, the third quarter installment of 2025 taxes 
(whether estimated or not) shall not be subject to interest until the later of 
August 10th or the twenty-fifth calendar day after the date the estimated bills 
were mailed.  

A motion was made by Miller to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Verrilli.  All 
in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

D.​ Resolution #40-25 – Millennium – Grant Consulting Services 
 

RESOLUTION #40-25 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, COUNTY OF SUSSEX, AND STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES CONTRACT TO MILLENIUM STRATEGIES LLC FOR 

GRANT WRITING SERVICES 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Hardyston has a need for Grant Writing Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township has received a proposal for Grant Writing Services from 

Millenium Strategies LLC, with an address of 60 Columbia Road, Suite 230, Morristown NJ, 
07960 (‘Millenium’); and 

 
WHEREAS, the proposal submitted by Millenium suits the Township’s need for Grant 

Writing Services; and 
 
WHEREAS, funds are available for this purpose; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. §40A:11-1 et seq.) authorizes the 

award of this contract without public bidding on the basis that the services are to be performed 
by persons who are recognized as licensed and regulated professionals and are specifically 
exempted under N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1, et seq.) requires that 

the resolution authorizing the award of contracts for professional services and the contract itself 
must be made available for public inspection. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township 

of Hardyston, in the County of Sussex, and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
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1.​ The Township of Hardyston hereby awards and authorizes the Township Manager 
to execute a professional services agreement with Millenium Strategies LLC, 
located at 60 Columbia Road, Suite 230, Morristown NJ, 07960, to provide Grant 
Writing Services for a term of twelve (12) months, commencing June 1, 2025, 
pursuant to the fee schedule in Appendix A, attached to this Resolution. 

 
2.​ This contract is awarded without competitive bidding as a professional service in 

accordance with the provisions of the Local Public Contracts Law because said 
service is performed by a person authorized by law to practice a recognized 
profession.   

 
3.​ The total fee authorized for this contract shall not exceed $12,000 without the 

prior written approval of the Township Council. 
 

4.​ Notice of this action shall be published once in the Township’s official newspaper 
as required by law.  

 
5.​ A copy of this Resolution shall be provided to Millenium Strategies LLC, located 

at 60 Columbia Road, Suite 230, Morristown NJ, 07960, for its information and 
guidance. 

 
6.​ A copy of this Resolution shall be available for public inspection in the office of 

the Clerk of the Township of Hardyston. 
 
7.​ Final execution of any contract pursuant to this Resolution is subject to the review 

and approval of the Township Manager and Township Attorney. 
 

​ This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 
 
A motion was made by Kula to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Miller.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 

E.​ Resolution #41-25 - Resolution accepting a proposal for an ice cream vendor at the  
Hardyston Concerts in the Park from VKAT, LLC (The Scoop) 

 
RESOLUTION #41-25 

 
RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FROM VKAT, LLC (THE SCOOP) 

 
BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Hardyston that the 

following proposal is hereby accepted: 
 

●​ VKAT, LLC (The Scoop) – Proposal for Ice Cream Vendor at the Hardyston Concerts in 
the Park 

 
 A motion was made by Verrilli to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Kula.  All in 
favor.  Motion carried. 
 

F.​ Correspondence 
 

1.​ West Milford Township 
2.​ Lafayette Township 
3.​ Franklin Borough 
4.​ Dolan & Dolan 
5.​ Solar Landscape 
 

A motion was made by Kula to approve the correspondence as presented, seconded by Miller.  
All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:  Councilman Kula reminded the Council that the Miss Hardyston 
Pageant will be held on Friday, May 30, 2025.  He also commended the Township Manager for 
her efforts on the fitness court fundraiser. 
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Councilman Cicerale suggested that the Township should investigate further regarding the plan 
conformance process for the planning area.  It was the consensus of the Council to look into 
doing the initial assessment with the Highlands Council. 
 
At this time, a motion was made by Verrilli to grant Lake Tamarack Association the waiver of 
50% of the Land Use application fees for their playground replacement project, seconded by 
Miller.  All in favor with Cicerale voting “No”.  Motion carried. 
 
BILLS TO BE PAID:​ A motion was made by Kula to approve the bill list of 5/14/25 in 
the amount of $592,145.28 and the bill list of 5/28/25 in the amount of $2,255,689.84, which 
includes payroll for pay period ending 4/30/25; 5/15/25 and 5/30/25 as presented, seconded by 
Verrilli.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC PORTION: ​ A motion was made and seconded to open the meeting to the 
public.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  Resident Brian Tobachnick thanked the Council for 
inviting the Highlands Council to attend the meeting to do the presentation.  He also asked the 
Council to consider live streaming the Council meetings.  Resident Darlene Milligan discussed 
the height of her pole barn with the Council.  David Dreifus also thanked the Council for the 
Highlands Council presentation.  He also asked the Council to consider waiving the municipal 
raffle license fees for his organization, Wallkill Valley Band Boosters, Inc., for raffles coming up 
in the fall.  A motion was made and seconded to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  
Motion carried.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:​ ​ A motion was made by Verrilli to adjourn at approximately 9:20 
p.m., seconded by Kula.   All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Jane Bakalarczyk, RMC/CMC 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Municipal Clerk​ ​ ​  
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