
MINUTES OF THE HARDYSTON TOWNSHIP COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MAY
23, 2018

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Miller at approximately 7:00 P.M. with the opening
statement that the meeting had been duly advertised and met all the requirements of the Sunshine
Law.  Also present were: Deputy Mayor Verrilli, Councilwoman Hamilton, Councilman Kula,
Councilman Kaminski, Manager Marianne Smith, Clerk Jane Bakalarczyk and Township
Attorney Dawn Sullivan of Dorsey & Semrau.

SALUTE THE FLAG

CONSENT AGENDA: ALL MATTERS LISTED BELOW ARE CONSIDERED TO BE
ROUTINE IN NATURE AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION.  THERE WILL BE NO
SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THE ITEMS.  IF ANY DISCUSSION IS DESIRED, THAT PARTICULAR
ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND WILL BE CONSIDERED
SEPARATELY.

Monthly Reports:

1. Municipal Clerk Report – April 2018
2. Tax Collector Report – April 2018
3. Construction Certificate Activity Report – April 2018
4. Construction Permit Activity Report – Hardyston  – April 2018
5. Construction Permit Activity Report – Hamburg – April 2018
6. Construction Permit Activity Report – Franklin – April 2018
7. Construction Permit Activity Report – Newton – April 2018
8. Construction Permit Activity Report – Sussex – April 2018
9. Construction Permit Activity Report – Wantage – April 2018
10. Land Use Report – April 2018
11. Police Department Report – April 2018
12. Municipal Court Report – April 2018
13. Littell Community Center Report – April 2018

Minutes:

1. Regular Minutes of 4/11/18
2. Regular Minutes of 4/25/18

Agreements/Applications/Licenses:

1. Raffle License – YMCA Wyckoff Family
2. Fire Department – New Member Application – Israel Vargas-Reyes

A motion was made by Kula to approve the consent agenda as presented, seconded by Hamilton.
All in favor.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCES
1st READING: 2018-08

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING THE TOTAL SUM OF  $550,000.00 FROM
GENERAL CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND FOR FUNDING VARIOUS CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS OR PURPOSES BY THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, IN THE

COUNTY OF SUSSEX, NEW JERSEY

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Hardyston, County of Sussex, New Jersey, as follows:

Section 1: The sum of Five hundred fifty thousand dollars ($550,000.00) to be utilized out of the General Capital
Improvement Fund, is hereby appropriated for the following purpose:

For Various Capital Improvements or Purposes for the Township of Hardyston.
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Section 2: In connection with the amount authorized in Section 1 hereof, the Township makes the following
determination:

(a) The purpose described in Section 1 hereof is not a Current Expense and is an improvement, which the Township
of Hardyston may lawfully make as general improvement.

(b) The period of usefulness of the purpose described in section 1 hereof is not in the limitations of the said Local
Bond Law and according to the aggregate reasonable life thereof is five (5) years.

Section 3: All ordinances or parts of ordinances, which are inconsistent with the terms of this ordinance, be and the
same is hereby-repealed on to the extent of their inconsistency:

Section 4: This ordinance becomes effective immediately upon final passage, approval, and
publication as provided by law.

A motion was made by Hamilton to approve Ordinance 2018-08 on first reading, seconded by
Kaminski.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCES
2nd READING: None

NEW BUSINESS:

A. Resolution #26-18 – Estimated Tax Bills

RESOLUTION #26-18

WHEREAS, due to the late adoption of the Township of Hardyston 2018 Municipal Budget and
2018 Sussex County Budget, the Sussex County Board of Taxation is unable to certify tax rates
for the year 2018, and

WHEREAS, without a 2018 certified tax rate the Tax Collector of the Township of Hardyston
will be unable to issue 2018 tax bills on a timely basis, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with Chapter 72, P.L. 1994, the Township Mayor and Council
requests the Director of the Division of Local Government Services to approve the 2018
estimated tax levy exceeding 105% of the previous year’s tax levy. Approval will enable the
Township of Hardyston to meet its financial obligations, maintain the tax collection rate, provide
uniformity for tax payments and save the unnecessary cost of interest expense on borrowing.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Township of
Hardyston, as follows:

1. The Tax Collector of the Township of Hardyston is hereby authorized and directed to
prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Township of Hardyston for the third
installment of 2018. The Tax Collector shall proceed upon approval from the Director
and take such actions as are permitted and required by Chapter 72, Public Laws of 1994
and N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3.

2. The entire estimated tax levy for 2018 is hereby set $ 29,880,103.96. The estimated tax
rate for 2018 is hereby set at $ 2.791.

A motion was made by Verrilli to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Hamilton.
All in favor.  Motion carried.
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B. Resolution #27-18 – Resolution to foreclose in rem tax certificates held by the Township
of Hardyston

RESOLUTION #27-18

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON,
COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO FORECLOSE IN REM TAX

CERTIFICATES HELD BY THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON
______________________________________________________________________

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Hardyston, in
the County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, the following tax sale certificates now held by the Township of
Hardyston be foreclosed by the summary proceedings IN REM  and as described in New Jersey Statutes R.S.
54:5-104.29 to R.S. 54:5-104.71, as amended, and pursuant to Rules of Civil Practice of the Superior Court of New
Jersey:

As outlined on Exhibit A attached hereto and made a part hereof.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Township Attorney is hereby authorized to pursue
the foreclosure of the aforesaid properties, striking any properties from the proceedings at the
discretion of the Manager for good cause.

A motion was made by Hamilton to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Kula.  All
in favor.  Motion carried.

C. Resolution #28-18 – Route 23 and Gingerbread Castle Road Improvements

RESOLUTION #28-18

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON REGARDING STATE
HIGHWAY 23 AND GINGERBREAD CASTLE ROAD IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, the New York, Susquehanna and Western Railway plans to conduct repair
and improvement with respect to the trestle located near the intersection of State Highway 23
and Gingerbread Castle Road in the Borough of Hamburg, and

WHEREAS, State Highway 23 is a heavily traffic roadway; and

WHEREAS, the line of sight for vehicles exiting Gingerbread Castle Road northbound
onto State Highway 23 is inadequate and unsafe due to the configuration of State Highway 23
and the trestle; and

WHEREAS, widening of State Highway 23 under the trestle would alleviate the
inadequate and unsafe line of sight and enhance the safety of drivers and passengers;

NOW THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the
Township of Hardyston as follows:

1. That the New Jersey Department of Transportation and RR devise and implement plans
which will widen the pavement of State Highway 23 beneath and through the trestle as
part of the aforementioned repair and improvement project.

2. That a copy of this Resolution be submitted to the Governor of the State of New Jersey,
the Commissioner of Transportation and all Legislators of the 24th Legislative District.

A motion was made by Verrilli to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Kaminski.
All in favor.  Motion carried.
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D. Resolution #29-18 – Resolution authorizing release of a portion of the performance bond
for a maintenance bond for site work performed at Indian Field – Phase III – Block 67,
Lot 16.01

RESOLUTION #29-18

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HARDYSTON, IN THE
COUNTY OF SUSSEX AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY, AUTHORIZING
RELEASE OF A PORTION OF THE PERFORMANCE BOND FOR A
MAINTENANCE BOND FOR SITE WORK PERFORMED AT INDIAN
FIELD – PHASE III, BLOCK 67, LOT 16.01

WHEREAS, the developer, Beazer Homes Corp., has requested release of a portion of
performance bond #104307972 being held by the Township of Hardyston, and is prepared to
post a maintenance surety bond in a form acceptable to the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Township Engineer has reviewed the request, performed various
inspections of the work completed, and finds that the public improvements, excepting those
water and sewer improvements to be transferred to the Hardyston Municipal Utility Authority
(MUA), associated with this project are complete and in good condition, and has prepared a
maintenance bond estimate, dated April 22, 2016, recommending a maintenance bond posted
in the amount of $114,259.05.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Township Council of the
Township of Hardyston, in the County of Sussex and State of New Jersey, that it does hereby
accept the project and does authorize that performance bond #104307972 posted in connection
with this project be reduced from $786,762.72 to $164,832.00 together with a reduction of the
cash bond from $ 78,676.27 to $16,483.19. In exchange, Beazer will submit a decreased rider
to performance bond #104307972 in the amount of $148,348.81 which will relate solely to the
MUA water and sewer system improvements as well as a maintenance surety bond in the
amount of $114,259.05 related to the completed public improvements in a form acceptable to
the Township.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

A motion was made by Hamilton to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Kaminski.
All in favor.  Motion carried.

E. Resolution #30-18 – Resolution accepting proposal for 2018 mobile ice cream vendor for
Summer Concert Series

RESOLUTION #30-18

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING PROPOSAL FOR 2018 MOBILE ICE CREAM VENDOR FOR SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES  LOCATED AT WHEATSWORTH RECREATION COMPLEX

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of Hardyston that the
following proposal is hereby accepted:

● Frankly Foods Group DBA Friendly’s of Newton and Friendly’s of Wantage – Proposal
for 2018 Mobile Ice Cream Vendor for Summer Concert Series

A motion as made by Kula to approve the resolution as presented, seconded by Hamilton.  All in
favor.  Motion carried.

Township Manager stated that it has been brought to the attention of the Township that an Air
BNB is operating within the Township.  She stated that she is working with township officials to
obtain more information before bringing it to the Council for discussion.
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At this time, a motion was made by Verrilli to cancel the following Council meetings:

June 13, 2018
July 11, 2018
August 8, 2018
September 12, 2018

seconded by Kaminski.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

F. Correspondence

1. Borough of Hamburg
2. Borough of Hamburg
3. Lafayette Township
4. Lafayette Township
5. County of Sussex
6. State of NJ
7. State of NJ
8. State of NJ
9. State of NJ

A motion was made by Kula to approve the correspondence as presented, seconded by Verrilli.
All in favor.  Motion carried.

BILLS TO BE PAID: A motion was made by Hamilton to approve the bill list as
presented, seconded by Kula.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC PORTION: A motion was made and seconded to open the meeting to the
public.  All in favor.  Motion carried.    No public comment.  A motion was made and seconded
to close the meeting to the public.  All in favor.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made by Hamilton to adjourn at approximately 7:25
p.m., seconded by Verrilli.   All in favor.  Motion carried.

Jane Bakalarczyk, RMC/CMC
Municipal Clerk


